




ties, sophisticated data backups and 
improved security.

There also are advantages for soft-
ware developers. Web-based software 
is sold on a subscription basis. This 
provides an ongoing income stream 
from subscription fees required to 
maintain access to the software and 
archived data. Upgrading software 
and providing technical support also 
can be simpler than with a PC pro-
gram. For example, the logistics of up-
grading software and fixing bugs are 
easier, because only the server pro-
gram needs changing, not hundreds 
or thousands of programs residing on 
customers’ PCs.

Challenges include the availability of 
high-speed Internet, which is all but re-

quired for successful use of Web-based 
soft ware, providers say. Users also have 
to be comfortable with storing sensitive 
farm data in off -site computers. 

Both factors are said to have con-
tributed to the demise of Vantage 
Point, a Web-based record-keeping 
program offered by a joint venture of 
John deere, Farmland Industries and 
Growmark in 2000 and 2001.

“Ten years ago, farmers had far less 
access to high-speed Internet than 
they have today,” says devron Von 
Gunden of ZedX, which has offered 
Web-based record-keeping software 
to agricultural retailers for a decade 
and to farmers for about two years. 

“Now high-speed Internet issues have 
pretty much vanished.”

Web-based software providers ar-
gue their products provide security 
that is superior to that of PC-based 
software. data are backed up regu-
larly, and robust password protection 
assures data integrity, they say.

“If a grower’s computer crashes and 
burns, he doesn’t have to worry that 
he has lost data” with Web-based soft-
ware, Von Gunden says.

“A lot of security issues surrounding 
the Web are based on irrational fears,” 
adds Nusbaum of Farm Works. “But 
it will take time to get over those con-
cerns for some people.”

Crop producers have at least three 
Web-based software packages from 
which to choose. These packages are 
described on page 10. FIN
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FarmLogic
www.farmlogic.com 
866/761-8001
FarmLogic emphasizes mobile 
convenience, ease of use and 
anywhere access. Although 
field records can be entered 
and accessed with an office 
computer, the preferred way 
of adding new information 
and reviewing existing records 
is with a Trimble Nomad rug-
ged handheld computer with 
a built-in camera. The hand-
held is set up to automatical-
ly synchronize records stored 
on the FarmLogic server com-
puter using a wireless Inter-
net modem or a cellular data 
communications package.

The Nomad is shipped with 
FarmLogic software installed, 
but with no instruction manu-
al. “We made it bone, bone 
simple,” says Hoyt Choate, a 
former Missouri Bootheel farm-
er. “All your history is there. 
All you have to do is click 
on it. There’s no instruction 
manual. There are no class-
es. That’s what I was looking 
for when I was farming hard.”

FarmLogic records key tillage, 
planting, spraying and har-
vest information. It is set up 
to take notes and photos and 
draws from an online data-
base to allow users to down-
load satellite images of their 
fields. It automatically down-
loads crop chemical informa-
tion needed for EPA restrict-
ed-use pesticide reports. The 
current version doesn’t in-
clude financial functions, but 
the company will add them 
by the end of the year. 

FarmLogic, including a Trim-
ble Nomad, sells for $3,340. 
A Web-only version retails 
for $1,000. The annual sub-
scription fee is $810, which 
includes server access, un-
limited service and support, 
plus all software upgrades.

Pioneer 
GrowingPoint
www.pioneer.com/ 
growingpoint 
The Pioneer GrowingPoint on-
line record-keeping system is 
available free to Pioneer Hi-
Bred customers. The appli-
cation allows growers to re-
cord planting operations by 
field, plus herbicide, insec-
ticide and fertilizer applica-
tions. It tracks individual field 
and farm expenses and can 
compare financials from field 
to field. It also can generate 
reports documenting restrict-
ed-use pesticide applications. 

The application tracks estimat-
ed precipitation and grow-
ing degree units in each field, 
as well as projected growth 
of Pioneer brand hybrids, ac-
cording to Sue Hoover, Pi-
oneer marketing director. 

The record-keeping system is 
integrated with the Pioneer 
FIT Mapping System. Under 
that program, the company 
and its local sales represen-
tatives provide complimenta-
ry as-planted or yield maps 
and harvest summary re-
ports compiled from custom-
er yield monitor data. These 
are available online and can 
be accessed along with crop 
input and financial data.

AgFleet 
www.agfleet.com 
814/357-8490
The module-based AgFleet, 
from ZedX, offers a range of 
capabilities to assist with ba-
sic field record keeping, cre-
ating GIS-based field zones, 
managing irrigation, grid soil 
sampling, field scouting, pre-
season planning, and ana-
lyzing the effectiveness of 
specific field treatments. Be-
cause it was originally de-
signed for agricultural retail-
ers, it also includes a module 
for blending fertilizer.

“From the preseason on, you 
can track every bit of data 
throughout the season,” says 
Nate Taylor, a business ana-
lyst at ZedX. The program’s 
scouting module was de-
veloped for use with Win-
dows Mobile smartphones. 
This allows scouting data to 
be uploaded directly from 
the field and gives farm 
operators immediate ac-
cess to scouting reports.

AgFleet links directly to ma-
jor soil testing laboratories. 
This allows soil test data to 
be downloaded directly to 
AgFleet, which reduces turn-
around time and eliminates 
data reentry, Taylor says.

An individual annual sub-
scription for the full suite of 
AgFleet modules is $995. 
Additional retail and deal-
er-level subscription pack-
ages are also available.

MapShots 
www.mapshots.com 
678/513-6093 
Some PC-based crop man-
agement software provid-
ers have added Internet and 
Web tools to simplify criti-
cal tasks. MapShots has an 
application that automati-
cally downloads files from 
data cards and uploads 
them via an Internet con-
nection to selected service 
providers for processing.

AgLeader
www.agleader.com 
515/232-5363

JOHN DEERE
www.gsdnet.com 
Both AgLeader and John 
Deere provide downloads 
of satellite images of fields 
via the Internet for use in 
their SMS (AgLeader) and 
Apex (John Deere) field re-
cord-keeping software.

Farm Works 
www.farmworks.com 
800/225-2848 
Farm Works offers two soft-
ware products to automate 
file transfers from the field. Its 
Sync software enables yield 
and other field data to be 
transferred to an office comput-
er through a wireless connec-
tion or an Internet-based cellu-
lar data service. It also offers 
Dispatch, which adds vehicle 
tracking to Sync’s capabilities.

Ag Connections
www.agconnections.com 
866/552-6332
Ag Connections plans to of-
fer a Web-based crop man-
agement software product by 
2010. Currently, it offers a 
Web viewer application that 
allows customers to upload 
data from a central PC to a 
server computer to allow man-
agers at multiple locations to 
view the same data using a 
proprietary Web browser. To 
allow managers at multiple lo-
cations to record data in the 
same records database, it of-
fers a server-based upload/
download procedure to syn-
chronize files at multiple lo-
cations as changes occur.

SST Software
www.sstsoftware.com 
888/377-5334 
In 2010, SST Software will 
introduce a Web viewer that 
will allow service providers 
to share data with custom-
ers, including field activities 
and recommendations, and 
allow them to print maps and 
reports. By 2011, the com-
pany will release a full Web 
version of SST Summit, its 
mapping and record-keep-
ing software package. Cur-
rently, SST Summit custom-
ers use the Web to download 
imagery and software up-
dates, create routing maps 
and synchronize data.

WEB-BASED 
CROP SOFTWARE
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